
“Seems like India wanted to ‘avoid genocide at all costs’ so they demonstrated absolute control by 

spreading terror to prevent mobilization and protests but actually did not massacre people.” 

― Parvez Imroz, JKCCS 

 

“You are going to muzzle us and blind us and then you are going to make your decision behind this tall 

black wall that you have carved out between Kashmir and everyone else.” 

― Sanna; student; Srinagar, Kashmir 

 

“It took me 40 years to build this house, and it took the Indian forces less than 40 seconds to destroy it.” 

― Rafiqa Jan; resident of Nawakadal, Kashmir; 27 

 

Love in the time of occupation 

I would have rowed my shikaaraa to you, my beloved... 

But I hope you know, our Jhelum is curfewed. 

― Amir Wani (@kashmirthroughmylens) 

 

I AM KASHMIR 

Broken... limping 

I still dare to get up 

For I will never give up 

Stabbed... wounded 

My heart skipped beat 

But I won't accept defeat 

Crushed... tormented 

My soul is restless 

But never hopeless 

Today I am in deep pain and sigh 

But my flag will again rise high 

My sacrifices won't wither by 

For it is often “in the ruins that 

hidden treasures lie” 

― Noor Afshan [excerpt from Counting Days archives, Day 329] 

 

“As far as the question of what I hope for this artist movement in revolt goes, I think there is just one 

answer to it. After the occupier finishes its incarceration drive against journalists in the valley, they are 

going to come for artists but little do they know that we have sold our fear and bought dreams of 

freedom and revolution. AAZADI, In Shaa Allah!!!” 

― Farzan Dar, poet 

 

“When people are reduced to a statistic, any act performed that is human is resistance. Making art is 

resistance, having personal preferences and individual goals is resistance, acknowledging pain is 

resistance, even strolling alone at night looking at the stars is resistance. I hope we see a time where we 

can make art for the sake of art, for the sake of beauty, in a time where there are no oppressive forces 

left to resist.” 



― Khytul Abyad, artist 

 

 

All quotes are from a report titled 'The Siege: A Year Since Abrogation' published by the Pakistan India 

Peoples’ Forum for Peace & Democracy.  

 

http://pipfpd.net/assets/img/%5BReport%5D%20The%20Siege%20-%20A%20Year%20Since%20Abrogation.pdf
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